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                                         August 4,1953-July 31, 2016 
 
Throughout his lifetime Peter Abbott has been involved with basketball in one form or another for as 
long as he can remember, and throughout the years, he has made an outstanding contribution to the 
game in many different capacities. Whether in his role as a player, coach, official, clinician, or 
executive member of NABO, Wayne always put his heart and soul completely into the game and 
always made a sincere and genuine contribution to the game he loved. He was truly, one of SJABO’s 
finest. 
 
Peter began his officiating career while in the twilight of his playing days in the St. John’s Senior 
Men's Basketball Association.He was known as a “players’ official” - after playing the game for many 
years he knew how players wanted the game called. He did so within the spirit and intent of the rules - 
and sometimes with his own “touch” on the same spirit and intent of the FIBA game.  
 
Peter had a knack of using his humour to diffuse a situation when needed. His humour also got him 
into hot water at times - and Peter always always came away with a smile on his face. Those who 
know of his working Ladies games at the old Torbay Rec center would remember his epic lines that 
are still spoken of from time to time . . . He was also known to diffuse situations with several his 
infamous ways and mannerisms - that impish smile, a joke, using the Technical Foul when needed, or 
telling players in his own words what he thought if them , and that he was about to eject them if they 
didn’t give up their foolishness . . . . 
 
Peter rose in the ranks of officiating to obtain his “A” rating, and was recognized as a quality official in 
the province. Peter worked all facets of basketball in the City of St. John’s and at Provincial 
Championships around the province. Abbott’s court presence and no-nonsense approach to officiating 
led him to work both Men’s and Women’s Panels at Memorial in the AUAA (Atlantic Universities 
Athletic Association), later to become the AUS [Atlantic University Sport]. Peter worked the AUS 
Women’s University Playoffs in Halifax in 2007, and also worked Canada Basketball U19 Ladies 
tournament in Winnipeg (1990) and the same tournament in Kamloops, B.C. in 1997. 
 
 
 



Peter came off the floor at the AUS in 2009, and became one of two Assigner-Evaluators at MUN with 
Jim Walsh. He held this position for NABO until 2014. Peter was also a member of the NABO 
Evaluation panel and was a fair evaluator to all those he observed.  
 
Peter also served in an administrative role.For many years he was the President of SJABO, as well as 
its Past-President once he stepped down from the President’s position. He was the NABO President 
from the mid-1980’s till 2001, when he stepped down from that position, and continued in the role of 
NABO Past-President until his untimely passing in 2016. Although a born and bred “townie”, Peter 
held the belief that NABO was as only as strong as its branches - although from discussions at the 
executive table, one could see he would speak passionately for SJABO. 
 
For his work on behalf of officials and officiating in the province, Peter was awarded the Canadian 
Association of Basketball Officials (CABO) Wink Willox Award of Merit in 2000, and NABO’s Frank 
King Award in 2008. 
 
Wayne “Peter” Abbott loved being an official and loved helping others, especially new and upcoming 
referees reach their goals. Showing them their strengths and advising them of the things they needed 
to work on to improve their game. You could always talk to Pete and he would always listen. He was a 
special person to SJABO and it’s officials. 
 
Peter was inducted into the Newfoundland and Labrador Basketball “Hall of Fame” in 2003 in the 
{Officials}, Category. 
 
“He will be missed”!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


